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following chapter. Concluding this book, Mr Earn- 
shaw deplores the paucity of controlled randomised 
studies. It can be said that some of these shall not be 
forthcoming for ethical reasons. This reviewer can 
offer proof that thromboembolic occlusions of the 
popliteal trifurcation are dealt with so successfully, in
terms of cost-benefit ratio, that treatment is relegated 
to the surgeon only when there is no radiologist 
available. 
In summary this book is profitable to vascular 
surgeons, interventional radiologists (who will receive 
some clinical teaching on the way) and angiologists. 
Due to its scope, a comparison with similar books in 
the English literature is difficult. The relatively high 
price (by English standards) isprobably due to the low 
number of copies of this edition and the need for so 
many figures. 
Bernard Nachbur 
Berne, Switzerland 
Review of Vascular Surgery 
Editor: W. C. Krupski 
W. B. Saunders Compan> 1995. 
170 pages, £23. 
This new textbook is a companion for the 4th edition 
of Vascular Surgery, edited by Robert D. Rutherford 
and from the same publishing house. It takes the form 
of multiple-choice questions on selected areas of 
vascular and endovascular surgery with pages of 
answers and explanatory text following each section. 
Each combination of correct answers and related 
explanations is accurately cross-referenced to the 
relevant pages of the parent extbook. The explanatory 
paragraphs have apparently been specifically written 
for this book and are not simply reproductions of 
extracts from Vascular Surgery. 
All major areas of vascular surgery are covered with 
appropriate mphasis being placed on each topic or 
technique. At first glance it would appear that this 
small textbook could stand alone without reference to 
Vascular Surgery. However, there are several occasions 
when not all possible answers to a particular question 
are covered in the explanatory notes. On every 
occasion the mystery is quickly solved by consulting 
the referenced pages in the parent extbook. 
Review of Vascular Surgery has a clear layout which 
will be well accepted by anyone who is accustomed to
multiple-choice self-assessment texts. It is aimed at 
vascular surgical trainees preparing for higher exam- 
inations and certainly contains enough information 
for that purpose. In addition, the low price of this 
unique book will ensure a wide readership for whom 
the only drawback will be the necessity for access to 
the considerably more expensive 4th edition of 
Rutherford's Vascular Surgery. 
T. Whitbread 
Leicester, U.K. 
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It was a great pleasure to review "Advances inSurgery" 
Volume 2. Progress in the diagnosis and treatment of 
vascular diseases needs to be communicated to sur- 
geons as soon as possible for the benefit of patients. 
This multi-author book gives an overview of the 
current state of knowledge on peripheral vascular 
disease and its management. Most chapters are writ- 
ten by authors who have an international reputation. 
Parts I and II concern infrainguinal arterial disease, 
including in situ saphenous vein bypass and the use of 
alternatives e.g. arm veins, lesser saphenous vein or 
composite prosthetic-vein grafts. Knowledge of the 
treatment of infrainguinal arteries disease is partic- 
ularly useful because the results of reconstructions in 
this region are often unsatisfactory. Distal reconstruc- 
tions to the dorsalis pedis artery or to tibial arteries 
require improvement in many vascular centres. Partic- 
ular attention is devoted to the technical details of 
vessel clamping to avoid thrombosis. The importance 
of careful vein harvesting is also emphasised because 
vein bypass is still the best material when compared to 
prosthetic or composite grafts. 
Part III describes a very important and quickly 
developing branch of vascular surgery; endovascular 
procedures of the infrainguinal region. The authors 
present technical details and results of PTA and 
stenting with discussion of complications. Considera- 
tion is also given to the financial aspects of therapy, 
comparing PTA and bypass costs. Cost of therapy 
should not determine the method of treatment partic- 
ularly when a patient's health or life is at risk but it 
cannot be ignored. 
Part IV (Miscellaneous) contains a chapter on 
carotid restenosis which largely concentrates on meth- 
ods of detection and analysis of aetiological and 
pathological considerations. The role of residual sten- 
osis, intimal hyperplasia nd atherosclerotic origin is 
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stressed. Methods of medical and surgical treatment 
are presented. Another chapter deals with the life 
threatening complication of aortic graft infection. 
Methods of management including clinical, bacterio- 
logical and surgical are presented in detail. The 
investigation and treatment of chronic venous insuffi- 
ciency are also discussed. This is an important 
problem not only from the medical point of view as 
there are also social and epidemiological implications. 
The last part is devoted to vasopastic diseases includ- 
ing Raynaud's phenomenon. This chapter contains 
precise knowledge including pathophysiolog~ meth- 
ods of diagnosis and treatment of vasopasm. 
In general, this book contains well written with 
clear chapters reviewing important issues in vascular 
surgery. It can be highly recommended for vascular 
surgeons especially as its simplicit~ style and lan- 
guage are within the range of continental surgeons. 
M. Szostek 
Warsaw, Poland 
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